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experience, were always ready to assist in those liberal indulgences to an old and meritorious servant), he had the late Mr. Ryder under-studied in the part, ready dressed to supply Macklin's deficiencies if necessary. The precaution afterwards proved so. When Macklin had dressed himself for the part, which he did with his usual accuracy, he went into the greenroom, but with such a i lack-lustre looking eye' as plainly indicated his inability to perform ; and, coming up to the late Mrs. Pope, said, f My dear, are you to play tonight ?' f Good God ! to be sure I am, sir. Why, don't you see I am dressed for Portia ?' ' Ah ! very true ; I had forgot. Bat who is to play Shy lock ?; The imbecile tone of his voice, and the inanity of the look, with which the last question was asked, caused a melancholy sensation in all who heard it. At last Mrs. Pope, rousing herself, said, ' Why you, to be sure ; are you not dressed for the part ?' He then seemed to recollect himself, and, putting his hand to his head, exclaimed, ' God help me! my memory, I am afraid, has left me.J He, however, after this went on the stage, delivered two or three speeches of Shylock in a manner that evidently proved he did not understand what he was repeating. After a while he recovered himself a little, and seemed to make an effort to rouse himself, but in vain ; nature could assist him no further; and2 after pausing some time as if considering what to do, he then came forward, and informed the audience, ' That he now found he was unable to proceed in the part, and hoped they would accept Mr. Ryder as his substitute, who was already prepared to finish it.' The audience accepted his apology with a mixed applause of indulgence and commiseration, and he retired from the stage for ever."
On April 4, 1790, Macklin lost his only son, John Macklin, who had long been in a state of ill-health, brought on by his own reckless mode of life. John Macklin's career was a source of constant misery and anxiety to his father, who seems to have done all in his power by precept, education, and material assistance to render his son's life a prosperous one. He is said to
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